Pawpaw's Lurid Narrative about the McLeod House at Brooksville

(as dictated to Ginny Lou in the early 1970s)


Grandfather Stovall (John Prosser Stovall) bought the house and 600 acres for his daughter and son-in-law from a northerner who had bought it from Old Man Thompson.


The house had been build two or three years before the War Between the States.  Old Man Thompson lived there during the war.  He sided with the Yankees near the end of the war.  Thompson had a lot of cotton stored in Brooksville.  Yankees patrolling towns on the railroad wouldn't burn this stash of cotton because Thompson owned it.  Thompson's son Clay, age 17 or 18, usually watched the cotton at night.


Thompson's older son, Jim, had graduated from an eastern college, perhaps in New York, and had gone to Peru, where he was very successful and "got in with the nobility," which apparently gave him an impression of his own importance.  He returned to Brooksville intending to sell his father's stored cotton and pocket the money.  Old Man Thompson refused to let Jim have the cotton.


Thompson had married a second wife, and they had three daughters.


One morning Jim slipped into the house and saw a woman sitting by the fire putting on her stockings.  He thought it was his stepmother and killed her.  When he found it was his sister, he went berserk and shot the rest of the family.  Clay came home from watching the cotton to sleep.  He and Jim fought, and Jim killed Clay.  Jim then set out to find his father and take the cotton.  He shot Old Man Thompson in the arm but did not succeed in killing him.


Hearing of the murders, Brooksville citizens pursued Jim, caught him, and lynched him.  The three girls were buried near the Baptist Church east of Brooksville.


Old Man Thompson sold the house to a northerner who lived there for a year or two and then sold it to Grandpa Stovall.  Pawpaw remembers that on damp days there were bloodstains visible on the floor of one bedroom as a hand and footprints.

[Mama thinks this is all made up or at least considerably exaggerated.}

